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We have enjoyed a very positive and
productive few months since the last
edition of The Badger and with the
school welcoming a large number of
new children at the start of the Autumn
Term, the community has been full of
life and joyful endeavour.

In making reference to only the most
significant highlights of the term there is
a danger that we appear to neglect the
most important aspect of our work where
we celebrate each individual's progress
and personal triumphs as they progress
through the school year. Therefore, whether
it be performing on stage for the first time,
a public speaking debut, making that first
tackle on the Rugby or Hockey Pitch,
gaining a Maths Challenge certificate,
or passing a Music exam, | would like to
encourage the children to continue pushing
the boundaries of their own personal
comfort zones as this is where challenge
meets success and there has indeed been
success in abundance this term!

We were delighted to see Mrs Hunter
installing herself and her team of musicians
in the newly refurbished Music School. It
is now a wonderfully light and welcoming
space for all of our children to hone their
musical talents and gain inspiration as they
provide the school’s energetic soundtrack!
Similarly, we are excited to be able to use
the refurbished Dance Studio for LAMDA
lessons, Dramaworkshops, andofcoursethe
re-established Dance activities. Outside,
in the school grounds the polytunnel and
raised beds are now up and in use for the
budding gardeners and farmers. Our first
challenge is to prepare for the RHS School

Garden Competition, so we have begun
planting in earnest and sharing designs for
our TDM garden. Along with the sterling
work of the DLR team who have been
upgrading and improving the Railway for
the benefit of the whole community, we
have also gained funding from the AONB for
improvements to our hedgerow and pond
habitats and a new Forest School shelter.

We have enjoyed engaging with the wider
community; inviting Eastnor and Colwall
Primary Schools to experience Science
mornings in our Laboratories as well as
a number of other local primary schools
participating in our inaugural Year 6 Maths
Challenge morning.

At the time of writing, we have had
the wonderful news that a number of
our Year 8 pupils have been awarded
Scholarships in different curriculum areas.
With some assessments still to be taken,
we look forward to sharing news of all our
Scholarship Successes in the Summer
Edition of The Badger.

With 2024 well underway, we are excited
about the future and delighted to have built
such strong foundations to this academic
year. You are guaranteed a warm TDM
welcome should you visit to support a
match, watch a performance, or simply to
tour the school.
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Drama

Drama has been thriving at The Downs, we have taken partin
Malvern College’s Musical Theatre Day, where 10 pupils were
invited to an Oliver! workshop on the Rogers Theatre Stage.
We have enjoyed class ‘sharing’ with Years 3 and 4 where
parents came along to see how Drama lessons work, as we
created a physical theatre performance of “Twas the Night
Before Christmas’. We held an Open Casting for the new
BBC production of the Lord of the Flies, 25 boys volunteered
from Years 5 to 8 and five were recalled to the next stagel!
Congratulations to all our boys who bravely stepped forward
to attend their first professional casting session. The whole
school went pantomime crazy too, studying pantomime in
Drama lessons with the Pre-Prep and Years 3 and 4 going
to see the panto at The Roses in Tewkesbury and Years 5 to
8 watching Snow White at The Coach House Theatre, Great
Malvern. Those pupils who love drama and performing took
their LAMDA speech and drama exams and are now looking
forward to entering the Worcester Festival too. The Spring
Term brings our Year 7 and 8 Senior Production: Grimm
Tales by Hans Christian Andersen. Lewis House hosted a
trip to see The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe at the
Repertory Theatre in Birmingham. There are further trips
planned and plenty of opportunities to get involved in Drama
at The Downs Malvern!

Music

The start of the Autumn Term 2023 found the Music
Department scattered around the school as the
refurbishment to our building continued. However, even
though we were without our usual base, all instrumental
and class lessons continued as normal, and of course
so did our rehearsal and activity schedule. Then, at the
beginning of November we were able to move into our
new, state-of-the-art Music Department. The upgraded
facilities now provide our pupils with a truly inspiring
environment to help nurture their musical abilities and set
the stage for our seasonal performances.

In October, we were delighted to entertain over one
hundred grandparents in a concert featuring pupils from
Reception to Year 8. This not only gave the audience an
opportunity to hear their grandchildren perform, but also

showcased the wide diversity of abilities and music we aim
to cultivate here at The Downs.

As November unfolded, the Music Department continued
to provide opportunities for our young people to shine, by
hosting two Informal Concerts. The first was on the 20th
November with the Senior Informal Concert, featuring pupils
from Years 5 to Year 8, which took place in the Memo Hall.
Parents supported over 30 young musicians, who performed
an array of music from Purcell to Verdi to AC/DC! Two days
later it was the turn of Year 3 and Year 4, in the Junior Informal
Concert. A more intimate concert, held in the Old Library,
but nevertheless equally as entertaining and heart-warming,
12 musicians captivated the audience with their confident
performances. Congratulations are extended to all who took
part and put themselves forward — two wonderful evenings.
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Music continued...

Outdoor Adventures

In addition, the Department gave musical support to
three major chapel services. During the Harvest and
Remembrance Service, the Junior and Senior Choirs
performed songs that supported the reflective atmosphere
of these occasions. The Christmas Carol Service, held at
Malvern College Chapel, in particular was a fitting finale
that we hope would resonate the spirit of the season with
all who attended; from the beautiful opening solo of Once
in Royal David’s City to the Cantabile Choir singing ‘O Holy
Night’ from the organ loft, the sentiment of the service was
established and was only made stronger with memorable
songs from Pre-Prep, Junior and Senior Choir.

In conclusion, last term was an extremely busy and exciting
term, with our new facilities providing the inspiration to
elevate our spirits to strive to be our very best in everything
we do. As we move into 2024, we look forward to exploring
what more we can achieve.

Outdoor Adventure has been running every week since
September in our beautiful forest area on the Brockhill
Road. The children from Nursery to Year 4 walk with
excitement up the muddy track, (often visiting the pigs,
sheep and guinea fowl on the way!) to our special forest
setting where the timetabled sessions run every week.
Amongst our many activities, we have created magic
perfumed potions, made picture frames, whittled sticks for
melting marshmallows on the campfire, popped popcorn,
mixed reindeer food, built animal homes and made dens
for ourselves to shelter in. The children have loved these
sessions, learning all about the natural world around them,
whilst developing their bushcraft skills, and enjoying time
with their friends.
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Eco News

The TDM ECO Team has been hard at work, promoting
environmental awareness and positivity throughout our
school community. The Christmas Jumper recycling
scheme was a huge success and well-received amongst
the pupils, with an overall school drive towards less
consumption and more recycling when at all possible.
TDM will relaunch this fantastic initiative next year and
possibly spread the recycling effort to other themed days,
such as World Book Day etc. We were delighted to be able
to donate over 80 filled Christmas shoeboxes for Teams4U
who distributed them to children across countries in
Eastern Europe. The Colwall Orchard Group (COG) has
been working in our school orchard and will be inviting the
ECO TEAM and the Farming & Gardening Group, to plant
26 new fruit trees to expand and develop our wonderful
school orchard.

Plans for the TDM Earth Awareness Week 2024 are already
under way. This year TDM will be celebrating 5 years of
TDM Earth Awareness, and we are hoping to make the
event even more successful building on the progress to
date. Monday, 22nd April, 2024 is the official World Earth
Day and we will be commencing our own TDM event on

the same day. The theme this year will be in line with the
World Earth Day, which is ‘Planet Against Plastics’. Our
current ECO Team are busy making plans and collating
feedback from pupils throughout the school.

This term, the pupils in the ECO Team are learning about
Tuvalu, which has been dramatically affected by climate
change. Tuvalu is widely considered one of the first
countries likely to be significantly impacted by rising sea
levels due to global climate change. According to some
estimates, the highest tides could flood 50% of their land
area by the mid-21st century, and 95% by 2100.

Our ECO Stationery Shop continues to develop its stock.
The canvas pencil cases have been very popular, and
stock has completely sold out, but soon to be replenished!
The children seem keen also on the bamboo rulers and
the refillable pens. Any other eco stationery suggestions
are warmly welcomed, please talk to any member of the
ECO Team. We look forward to another successful year
and thank parents and pupils for their ongoing support
and environmental efforts.

Alumni News

We love to welcome former pupils, parents and staff
back to The Downs! Please let us know if you would
like to come and visit, or if you have any news you
would like us to share.

The revival of The Badger prompted Old Downian Richard
Smith (1970-74) to search through his archives to find
copies from the 1970s.

Richard, Head Boy before leaving for Shrewsbury School,
says that one aspect of life at The Downs has not changed
— I note that the light railway, envy of many schools, is
undergoing a relaunch. The railway occupied many hours
of Downians in my day and recently Andrew Usher (1970-
74) told me that he was always digging up old track
and relaying it, much like building the bridge over the
River Kwal.’

The wave of strikes in the UK is nothing
new —Richard says that an edition of The
Badger for Autumn 1971 referenced a
postal strike which went on for many
weeks. ‘We had 140 pupils with just
one day pupil and, on a Sunday, we
would walk to church in the village and
we would also sit in a classroom and
write a letter to our parents.’

‘Then the Common Entrance exams for entry to public
schools were postponed for three weeks because no one
could receive the exam papers. However, our pupils were
undeterred by the wait with 27 out of 27 passing — the
school was so delighted that everyone was given a half day!’

‘There’s also mention of an electricity strike and boarders
went to bed by candlelight.’

Richard says he is struck by the momentum, passion
and enthusiasm for today’s Downs as evidenced in a
recent edition of The Badger and he hopes to return for a
nostalgic weekend.

‘Notable changes in my day included allowing oldest
pupils to wear long trousers instead of shorts, and that
carpets were put down in classrooms to cover up the old
wooden boards covered in ink and dust.’

Rupert ElImhirst was involved in the
King’s Coronation in May last year.
Rupert was at The Downs from
2005-2006 and following a degree in
Physics with Astrophysics at Bristol
University, he commissioned from
officer training at Sandhurst last year
and is now a Second Lieutenant
in the Grenadier Guards. In this
capacity he is the Junior Officer in the
King’s Company and was therefore
chosen to carry the King’s Colour in
Westminster Abbey as part of the
detachment of five Grenadier Guards in the Quire of the
Abbey. As such, when the King and Queen made their way
past the detachment, he presented (ceremonially lowered)
the Colour before they turned inwards to be able to watch
the Coronation ceremony itself. As the King and Queen left
the Abbey, he presented the Colour again.

He did get a
name mention by
Huw Edwards in
the commentary
beforehand
although  without
his brief that he
attended The Downs School! One of the added benefits
of such a ringside seat (or should | say ringside stand!)
to the Coronation ceremony was that the singers stood
right in front of him as they performed; not many people
get to be 3ft behind Bryn Terfel as he sings a solo in
Westminster Abbey!

Rupert very much loved his time at The Downs where his
Grandfather was also a pupil in the 1940s. Two of his Great-
great Uncles were both at Malvern as well; the names of
William Elmhirst and Christopher EImhirst are inscribed in
the Malvern Chapel memorial, as they were killed in World
War One fighting on The Somme and Gallipoli respectively
(Rupert’s other name of Christopher is taken after his
Great-great Uncle).
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Friends of The Downs

It has been another fun
and busy Autumn Term for
the Friends of the Downs.
September, was of course,
the Macmillan cake sale and
you did not disappoint! We
saw some spectacular and
generous donations and we
were delighted to make such
a healthy donation, on your behalf, to such a good cause.
Our exclusive Bonfire Night, once again, gave the children
a safe space to be with friends, to try doughnut bobbing
and UV Glow face paint, whilst the Bonfire and Fireworks
lit up the sky. Additionally, this year, we supported the
much-missed School Christmas Fair, by running the
refreshments and Tombola stalls, welcoming over 400
people to the Fairl We even squeezed in a Second-Hand
Ski Clothing Sale. We continually strive to improve our
social events and would love to hear from you if you have
ideas and suggestions.

The profits from these events are fed back into the
enrichment of the school. Last term, the Friends paid for:
Pinsta Camera equipment and a tripod, to allow pinhole
photography to be offered as an exciting new Hobby and
Activity at the school, requiring patience, a keen eye, and
learning the skills to measure light and both capture and

Sport

develop some beautiful photographs of the school and
grounds. Additionally, we have funded Basketball Hoops
for the tennis courts, Outdoor Wall Maps for the Pre-Prep
and Prep School and part-funded three bigger purchases
for the school: a 7m x 7m large shelter for Forest School,
Portable Cricket Nets for Brock Meadow and a Water
Dispenser for the Quad.

Our events and fundraising could not happen without your
support. We are hugely grateful to all the volunteers, from
both the teacher and parent bodies, who help support
and run our events and contribute in any way they can.
A heartfelt thank you, we really could not operate without
you. We are always looking for new Committee Members.
If you have some time to give, enjoy being part of a team
and would like to see the work of the Friends continue,
please consider joining us.

As one looks back and reflects upon the Autumn Term at
The Downs, one can only but admire the determination
and resilience of all our young sports men and women as
they battled through a long and challenging term on the
rugby and hockey pitches.

With  the  summer
successes  of  the
Lionesses still fresh in
the mind, it was fantastic
to see our Girls’ football
team play their first
ever competitive match
against The EIms.

A local derby in every context brought with it a highly
competitive and enjoyable match for the spectators, and
a fine goal from Lois was enough to earn the spoils from
this historic occasion. We certainly look forward to more
football fixtures for the girls in the future, and who knows,
we may just have a future Lioness in our school! We look
forward to more Girls’ Football matches in the Spring and
Summer Terms!

October 2023 also brought with it the biennial hockey
tour to Holland, which, as always, proved to be a hugely
enjoyable and successful trip for all concerned. The
hockey was very challenging at times, but our teams, as
they always do, stuck to their task well and would have
gained a huge amount from the experience.
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SpOI't continued...

The tour to Holland also gave us the
opportunity to remember the many
thousands of young men who paid the
ultimate sacrifice in the defence of our
freedom in First World War, through
the very emotional and sombre
experience of laying a wreath on
behalf of the whole school community
at the Menin Gate in Ypres and at the
grave of an Old Downian, Second Lieutenant Lawrence
E Rowntree, who fell in the Battle of Passchendaele just
outside Ypres, on 25th November 1917, aged just 22 years.

Plans are already well underway for our next tour in 2025,
with the possible destination being Arnhem for some
hockey at Upward HC and football at Vitesse.

As ever, our Rugby
and Hockey teams
took a few weeks
to settle down and
begin playing as a
team in the way their
coaches wanted
them to, but by the
end the term, all
teams were playing
some fantastic
matches, and achieving some excellent results. The Rugby
team of the term had to be the Under 10s, who only lost
two matches out of the 13 they played, and showed plenty
of potential for the future.

Our Cross-Country runners performed brilliantly at the
Malvern Hills District Competition in December. In Year
7, Lois, Laura, Danai, Thomas and George all finished in
the top ten of their races, closely followed by Theo and
Leo who were in the top twenty; all very promising for the
future! In the Year 8 races, Florence, Mailin, and Charles
all qualified to represent the District Team at the County
event later this term. Our runners are also very much
looking forward to the National Prep Schools event held at
Malvern College in a few weeks’ time.

| was fortunate enough to witness two excellent swimming
galas at The Elms, where all our swimmers displayed a

high level of skill and technique,
and again achieved some very
promising  results.  Swimming
is starting to show some clear
progress at the school, and it is
hoped that we will be able to take
some of our swimmers to National
IAPS events in the future. We are also looking forward to the
return of our very own Aquathlonin the Summer Term, which
has been a notable absentee from our sporting calendar
since the Covid pandemic! Exciting times ahead.

Swim
% E:-lug'lnnd

Many of our boys and girls are now playing sport outside
of school at local clubs, and this is an extremely important
part of their sporting development. We are, as always,
immensely proud of all that our children achieve on the
sports field, and our County honours can be seen below:

Oscar H Raphael R Lois C Jack T
Albie S Florence C Sophie F-F
Max T Mailin R Scarlett

Zayaan E Maita T
Max H Charles G
Amaya M

Hasleena H

Effie S-T Seb S
Amber M-B
Vivienne K

Florence C

May | take this opportunity to thank all our wonderful
parents once again for their unending support of all our
children at matches across Herefordshire, Worcestershire
and beyond, it really does make an enormous difference
when we have so much support on the sidelines!

The Spring Term continues to be yet another action-
packed sporting term, with football, netball, hockey,
cross-country, and rugby sevens matches throughout. |
look forward to sharing our spring and summer sporting
news with you in the next edition of The Badger!
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Boarding

Five pupils attended this year’s
13+ Art & Design Scholarships
to Malvern College. Iphigea C
gained a Scholarship, Verity
B and Emilia C both received
Exhibitions, and Anthony B
and Isabelle B were Highly
Commended. In  addition,
Giulio DG has been awarded
an Art Scholarship to King’s
Worcester. We are very proud
of them all | A selection of work
from our top senior artists’
portfolios can be viewed on
display in the Lower Dining
Room. Each was awarded
their Art  Colours  during
assembly in recognition of their
outstanding artistic progress
and super effort preparing portfolios for scholarship.

Over sixty Art Competition entries on the theme of Farm
Animals have been displayed in the Memo Hall for all to
admire - what a wonderful variety of media, ideas, and
techniques! Next, we look forward to receiving artwork
- ‘Inspired by words’ - in time for World Book Day
after half-term.

Yr 6 pupils who sat the 11+ TDM
Art Scholarship recently needed
to create an artwork inspired by a
famous artist, produce a careful
observational drawing, and attend
an interview with staff from the prep
and senior school Art Departments.
As you can see, some super
interpretations of paintings by Andy Warhol, Vincent Van
Gogh, and Leonardo Da Vinci.

Using the Elements of Art—line, shape, shade, colour, texture,
composition - the pupils explore many themes during their
Art Lessons. What is studied may reflect the season of the
year, a famous artist or genre of Art, a certain culture, or a
particular medium or technique. Lots of experimentation is
always encouraged! Some examples so far this year: John
Piper and Coventry cathedral - architectural ruins and the
Victorian folly — nocturnes by Van Gogh and JM Whistler
— Mary Anning and fossils — mosaics and Antoni Gaudi —
portraiture — Cave Art in the Dordogne — printmaking and
the history of Linoleum - still life.

During Senior Art Hobby and Activity, independent
creativity is very much encouraged. These sessions
provide an opportunity for pupils to explore their own ideas
and perhaps develop more ambitious pieces of work. It is
a valuable time for prospective Art Scholarship candidates.
A busy, purposeful, informal atmosphere is a feature of
these popular sessions.

During Junior Art Hobby on Saturday, the children have
been working with mixed media such as ink, watercolours,
oil pastels, metal wire, and collage.

Boarding is thriving at The Downs! The Autumn Term is
always so varied and action-packed, and our activities
reflect the fact that we live through three seasons during
the term: we return to school in the final weeks of summer;
we’re here throughout the autumn and finish the term in
winterl When we all left, wrapped up for the Christmas
holidays following the Carol Service, with the days cold
and nights long, it was strange to think that the term had
started in shorts, t-shirts and hot sunny days!

Our first Sunday was spent on the Malvern Hills and is
always special for our new boarders to fully appreciate the
amazing landscape and environment in which we live. Trips
to Drayton Manor theme park and Boundless Outdoors
activity centre followed, along with time on site to relax. We
finished the first half of term with the ever-popular pumpkin
carving activity. Following the Remembrance Service,
there was a trip to Flip Out in Hereford, ice skating and an
escape room for the seniors! The final weekend of term
saw us doing some Christmas shopping in Worcester.
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Boarding continued...

Pre-Prep Autumn Adventures

Food is always important at Prep school, particularly for
a boarder, and one of the Sunday treats we enjoy is that
the boarders choose the menu for each Sunday supper.
Highlights were an Indian banquet, chicken Kiev and toad
in the hole. This Spring Term we are enjoying the annual
6 Nations menu, each Sunday of the rugby tournament.

Our cohort of full and weekly boarders were joined by an
increasing number of regular flexi boarders, 24 in total,
from Years 3 - 8. An additional 34 children stayed at some
point during the term, bringing the proportion of prep
school children who boarded at some stage close to 50%.

» As ever, the strong

friendships, fun
activities,  learning
opportunities  and
happy memories
are in no small part
down to the excellent
team of dedicated
and caring resident
staff who look after
the children each

morning, evening
and weekend.
The Year 7 and 8
boys and girls have really helped to set the tone through
being caring and supportive of our younger boarders
and enjoying the responsibilities and privileges of being
the eldest! Miss Corcoran and Mr MacMillan left us with
our very best wishes at the end of their Gap year, and
we have welcomed Miss Puncher and Mr Lockhart to
the community.

As we settled into a new academic year, we watched our
youngest new starters quickly find their feet. Friendships
were being formed and confidence was growing throughout
Pre-Prep. Here is a small taste of all the wonderful things
our Pre-Prep pupils experienced during a fun filled, jam
packed Autumn Term.

One new idea introduced during the Autumn Term was
our Sharing Mornings. These have been well received by
our children and parents and the enjoyment displayed
when children showed their books and explained their
learning to family members was uplifting. Not only did the
children get to share their love of learning but families also
got an insight into the classroom environment which is not
always easy to do at morning drop offs. We look forward
to continuing these sessions throughout the year.

As teachers, our goal is to make lessons interactive
and fun. We hope to inspire and capture a child’s love
of learning, and there was no exception during our KS1
Blast Off, Space topic. Whether we were learning about
constellations or planets of the Solar System, the children
were interested and asked lots of questions to extend
their learning. However, one thing we could not fulfil as
teachers, was the opportunity to do some stargazing. But!
Do not worry, the children were lucky to have a parent
volunteer come in and share his astronomical knowledge
with us, bringing all the equipment with him. Of course,
this had to happen at night, so the children all came
back with their parents, wrapped up all cosy, for some
hot chocolate and stargazing. Sadly, the clouds were not
being kind to us, but the children were able to put into
practise their understanding of the equipment needed and
used them to spot other, tiny items, around the school
pbuildings. Brilliant!

As part of National Anti-Bullying Week, Pre-Prep children
and staff participated in Odd Socks Day as a way of
celebrating our differences whilst providing a visual
reminder of our school value of kindness. Even our family
pets made it to a wall of fame in some fantastically, colourful
socks. Every type of pet from guinea pigs to a horsel

Celebration Assemblies continued to be a crucial part of
school life throughout the Autumn Term, as they helped to
create a sense of community and shared responsibilities.

An opportunity to celebrate individual birthdays before
awarding certificates for swimmers, times tables, out of
school achievements and ultimately the Fabulous Frogs
and Golden Spatula. All topped off with a visit to the
Headmaster’s office to celebrate with hot chocolate and a
game of carpet bowls!

Our Nursery and Reception children continue to visit
the local village care home to join residents for regular
interactive storytelling sessions. It is a privilege to watch
all ages step into an imaginary world of excitement, with
music, bubbles and laughter. We thank Kirsten, from
Debutots, for her commitment and enthusiasm.

Those who were able to come to the production of
‘Christmas Counts’, will no doubt agree how amazing all
the children were in the show. From our youngest Nursery
pupils to our more experienced Years 2s, the children retold
the Christmas Story. Starting with Caesar’s urgent decree
for everyone in his empire to be counted and finishing with
Mary and Joseph, accompanied by their delightful donkey
and one special baby, being visited by a host of very small
animals, townsfolk, angels and wise men. The children

performed beautifully and clearly enjoyed every minute,
bringing a truly festive start to our end of term Christmas
celebrations.

From one stage production to another, our oldest Pre-
Prep children were entertained at The Roses Theatre
in Tewkesbury, for their annual Pantomime trip to see a
captivating adaptation of Beauty and the Beast.

On the penultimate day of term, we all sat down to a full
Christmas Feast. Turkey, roasties, and all the trimmings
were on offer and following this we celebrated with dancing,
Christmas games and a visit from Father Christmas. What
a truly magical time for everyone.

As the term came to a close, Pre-Prep gathered with the
Prep School at Malvern College Chapel for our annual
Carol Service. We could not have been prouder as the
children filled the chapel with a magical festive feel. What a
wonderful end to the Autumn Term and a lasting memory
for all.
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Academic Report

The 2023/2024 school year has brought with it
further progress in The Downs Malvern’s journey of
academic progress.

The major cross-department development has been the
implementation of The Downs Malvern Baccalaureate
(TDM Bacc) at Year 7 and 8. Freed of the constraints
of Common Entrance, we have developed our own
assessment portfolio that takes into account a child’s
personal  development alongside their academic
achievements. Although academic ability and progress
remain firmly at the core, The Downs Malvern recognises
that there is so much more to celebrate about a child than
simply how they perform in a single exam week at the
end of Year 8. This progressive award considers how the
children perform and develop in the Creative Arts, Sport
and our inspiring Enrichment Activities.

The children are guided through the two-year course
through regular tutorials where they not only gain an idea
of their current standings, but they can also respond to
these by building-up skills in self-evaluation and learning
how to set themselves SMART targets. Right from the
off, they are nurtured to become independent and self-
motivated learners.

»

Picking out other academic highlights of this academic
year so far, the English Department ran its whole school
Interhouse Poetry Competition based around the theme of
‘A Celebration of Words’. Children learned some incredibly
tricky poems off by heart, either as a solo, duet or small
group and, of course as a House. The standard was hugely
impressive, and the final was judged by Malvern College’s
Head of English, Mrs Sheenagh Brighton-Goedhals.

The Junior category, poems that make you laugh, was won
by Cadbury House with Esme and Isabella’s rendition of
Ogdan Nash’s The Wendigo. Cadbury continued on their
winning streak, also taking first place in the Intermediate
category in which Hasleena and Rupert offered us advice
through their recitation of Your Epic Self by Kate Wakeling.
The Senior category provided the audience with an insight
into how words can offer inspiration. This category was
won by Theo, Nova and Thomas who represented Lewis
House with their rendition of Pocket Money by Andrea
Shavick.

The House poems were simply full of nonsense and
nonsensical words. All four Houses performed with
enthusiasm and understanding. However, it was Sanger’s
delivery of The Jabberwocky that won first place. The
adjudicator, Mrs Brighton-Goedhals, declared that it was
the first time that she felt that the poem made sense!

The Malvern College family of schools were invited to enter
the Malvern College’s poetry competition. Children of all
ages were invited to write a poem based on the theme of
refuge. Many children form The Downs submitted poems,
and Jacob, Year 8, and Max, Year 7 were worthy winners.
Looking ahead, the English department shall continue
their ‘celebration of words’ on World Book Day and with
the collaborative Art and Literature competition of the
same theme.

The profile of academia has been further boosted by some
superb new initiatives:

The Maths Department hosted a Maths Challenge Morning
where pupils from eight local Primary Schools and The
Downs Malvern were brought together and challenged
over five rounds - Tower, Vowelless Maths

Words, KENKEN, Crossnumber and Relay Rounds — each
round representing key areas of Maths teaching at The
Downs Malvern - STEM, Discussion of Ideas, Puzzles and
Problem solving. It was a truly inspirational morning where
all children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were given
the opportunity to put their Maths skills to the test in a
competitive environment.

During the Autumn Term, a number of Year 5 and 6 pupils
were also entered for the Primary Maths Challenge, with
one of our Year 5 pupils — Luke — proving his mathematical
expertise by gaining a high enough score to be put through
to the Bonus Round in the Spring Term.

The children celebrated another brilliant European Day
of Languages with quizzes, code breakers and being
greeted by their teachers in different languages throughout
the day. Churros for a morning snack was followed by
delicious Hungarian Goulash and Austrian Apfelstrudel for
lunch! Exploring European languages continued in MFL
lessons throughout the week to give all the children the
opportunity to broaden their horizons.

The Science Department have similarly hosted two
Science mornings for local primary schools. The children
were actively involved from the start with some hair-raising
activities based on static electricity, using Bunsen burners
to identify different salt compounds and using acids and
metals to produce Hydrogen gas. The activities showcased
our excellent facilities and resources and the children went
away feeling enthused and inspired.

And finally, from a whole-Prep school perspective, teachers
have continued to be proactive in the development of
their pedagogical approach. In particular, we have been
developing our use of data and the way that it informs our
teaching, using a combination of cognitive, reading and
writing standardised assessments to set every pupil in the
Prep School a Minimum Expected Level. This will enable
early intervention and also the sharing of good-practice to
ensure that each child is able to fulfil their potential.

It certainly feels like the Academics at this wonderful school
are going from strength to strength.
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How to find us

The Downs Malvern is located on a 55-acre site @ Manchester Airport
on the western edge of the Malvern Hills.

Designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The M5 motorway is easily accessible within

20 minutes.

. , , East Midlands Airport
Colwall railway station has direct routes to London 6 ARG Ny AP

Paddington and Birmingham New Street.
A choice of three local airports: Birmingham Birmingham New Street Station
International, Bristol and East Midlands. 69 Birmingham Airport

There are 7 morning bus routes and 4 evening
bus routes. Our buses travel to those more
remote catchment areas, passing and collecting 9 jij#SDowns Malverh
from local pick-up destinations around the
surrounding counties. If you'd like to see
. ) Luton Airport °
the routes please visit the link below:
www.thedownsmalvern.org.uk/parent-zone/
day-pupil-transport.html

London
o Bristol Airport Heathrow Airport

Values

» Courtesy » Kindness

» Respect

The Downs Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6EY o 0 .
0]

t: +44 (0)1684 544100 | e: information@thedownsmalvern.org.uk
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https://www.thedownsmalvern.org.uk/parent-zone/day-pupil-transport.html
https://www.thedownsmalvern.org.uk/parent-zone/day-pupil-transport.html
https://www.youtube.com/@thedownsmalvern3171
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